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Sea god
from the Isle of Capri
Above, archaeologists gently raise a marble statue through the waters of the famous Blue Grotto on the isle of Capri in the; Bay of Naples. It is seen emerging from the waters in the photo right. The statue, badly eroded by sea water and covered with marine incrustations (photo above right) was discovered in 1964 and later found to be a Roman sculpture of a sea divinity or triton, dating back 2,000 years. It is believed to have been part of a huge sculptural group decorating the walls of the Grotto. Underwater exploration in the Bay of Naples has produced a rich harvest of ancient stonework and works of art, and has brought to light the remains of a vast architectural complex. With its coastline stretching for over 4,000 kilometres and its history going back for millenia, Italy is a treasure house for the underwater archaeologist.